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SANTA'S BIG HELPERS- The Society of Physics Students and the American Society of 
Heating , Refrigerating and Air Conditioning Engineers built battery devices for toys to 
enable children with disabilities to enjoy them. The devices slip between the battery and 
the circuit of the toys . 

For about $1.25 , students can make the devices which cost $7 to $13 commercially. 
Students built more than 100 adapters. 

"It was for a good cause. We learned from it and the kids benefit... it aids their learning 
processSPS President Brent Richardson , pictured above with Sponsor Gene Branum, 
said. 

"We thought it was a great idea. It would free up their funds (for the children)/' Jan 
Daniel , Physical Sciences Laboratony Technician , said. 


Berry cancels 

Enrichment speaker to tackle 
media ethics, critics Feb. 27 


Clint Cranberry 
staff writer 

The Groundhog’s shadow 
has fallen on the first of two 
outstanding speakers to cover 
hot topics - racism, sexism and 
media ethics—this month. 

Dr. Bertice Berry who was 
to speak Friday has cancelled 
her talk on racism and sexism. 

Dr. Robert M. Steele, inter¬ 
nationally known for teaching 
journalism ethics to students, 
teachers and media profession¬ 
als will speak at 10 a.m. Feb. 
27 in Jean Browne Theatre. 

Steele directs the Ethics 
Program at Poynter Institute 
for Media Studies in St. Pe¬ 
tersburg, Fla. Previously he 
worked 10 years at television 
stations in Iowa and Maine, 
where he became executive 
producer and news director. He 
has also worked as a reporter. 

Steele’s presentation is a 
“great opportunity for both 
journalists and those who criti¬ 


cize them to increase their un¬ 
derstanding of ethical problems 
and how to handle them,” Jour¬ 
nalism Program Director Linda 
Zeigler said. 

Tickets for Steele’s Student 
Enrichment speech are free, but 
must be presented for admis¬ 
sion. Tickets can be obtained 
at the Student Activity Office 
in Rogers Student Center. In¬ 
structors are encouraged to al¬ 
low students to attend. For 
more information, contact Stu¬ 
dent Activity Director Scott 
Nalley at 510-2613. 

The final Enrichment 
speaker. Dr. Pellegrino, will 
discuss possible cloning of di¬ 
nosaurs and an economically 
viable means to raise the Ti¬ 
tanic at 10 a.m. March 12 in the 
Student Center. 

Officials are working on an 
alternate date for Berry, former 
Kent State (Ohio) sociology 
professor, Dean of Students 
Frankie Muffoletto said. 


Jerri Bitar Barrios dies in class 

Family hopes to educate about Marfan's 


George McKinney 
page editor 

Grief flowed across campus as word 
spread that freshman Jerri Lynn Bitar 
Barrios had collapsed and died in Steve 
Westhaver’s speech and communica¬ 
tions class Nov. 19. 

(Editor’s note: Barrios had begun 
legally changing her name to Bitar; her 
family has requested that the News use 
Bitar in this story.) 

Bitar collapsed during her speech 
about smoking’s effects on the heart. 
Despite CPR efforts by fellow students 
until paramedics arrived, she was pro¬ 
nounced dead at 12:57 p.m., according 
to an East Texas Medical Center Hos¬ 
pital spokesperson. Her family con¬ 
firmed that an aneurysm caused the 
attack, related to her lifelong medical 
problem: Marfan’s syndrome. 


“Even if 
she was in the 
operating 
room when it 
happened, 
doctors say 
they couldn’t 
have saved 
her,” Bitar’s 
sister Jonnie 
Buford said. 

“She could have gotten total dis¬ 
ability, but she didn’t want to live her 
life that way,” Buford said. She said her 
sister wanted to “make the most of 
every day God gave her.” 

Her sisters have only one regret for 
her: Bitar did not get the teaching cer¬ 
tificate she was working towards. She 
wanted to teach math. 

“She was very sweet and dedicated. 


bright and intelligent,” Speech Instruc¬ 
tor Westhaver said. “She was a good 
student... very attentive and always 
the first or second person in class.” 

As a tribute to her memory, her 
speech and communications classmates 
bought flowers for her funeral. 
Support services offered aid to stu¬ 
dents and faculty members and Coun¬ 
selor Ken Luke spoke with those dis¬ 
tressed by the death. “When someone 
dies, it’s normal to have a sense of 
sadness,” Luke said. 

Bitar’s sisters, Buford and Theresa 
Jones, regretted not being able to speak 
to her classmates. 

“We would like to thank everyone 
who got involved,” Buford said. “She 
loved coming here.” 

“Where she is now is a much better 
continued on page 6 


PTK to hand out 
life-saving brochures 

Phi Theta Kappa members will 
distribute AIDS and HIV informa¬ 
tion hext week at a table in Rogers 
Student Center. 

Informing students about 
these two health threats are an 
international PTK project. 

“I think students should care 
enough for themselves to take 
advantage of this opportunity,” 
Jamie Melton, PTK service vice 
president said. “People who are 
involved in sexual relationships 
or other risky lifestyles should 
educate themselves about AIDS 
and what causes.” 

“People say ‘it cannot happen 
to me,’ but if that is true, why are 
so many people infected?” Melton 
said. “Ignorance is no excuse.” 

“Just taking a few minutes to 
read over the facts can save your 
life. There is no deeper love than 
that,” she said. 
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Senates collect food for PATH 

Moriah Vierkant 
page editor 


photo by Anil a D'Sa 
Vincent Nguyen and Scott Mischnick, Student Senate 
and Phi Theta Kappa presidents, load food donated by 
students, faculty and staff for PATH. 


Student and faculty senates collected 2,700 pounds of food 
this year for the PATH food drive late last semester. 

"This year we focused on togetherness to help the commu¬ 
nity,” Ken Luke, Faculty Senate president-elect, said. 

Debra Welch, business and management instructor, Student 
Senate President Vincent Nyguyen and Study Skills Manager 
Renee Hawkins contributed their time and energy immensely to 
the food drive, Luke said. 

Maintenance helped greatly by setting up the area in White 
Administrative Building and loading food items. 

Phi Theta Kappa also contributed to the food drive by 
donating food and loading and unloading donated items. 

"Service is one of Phi Theta Kappa’s hallmarks. This food 
drive provided a way for us to reach out and help the commu¬ 
nity,” PTK Adviser Gigi Beaton said. 

"It was a diverse effort, but those people really, really went 
out of their way,” Luke said. 


Graduation 

deadline 

Students who plan to 
receive a degree in May 
must apply by March 1, 
Registrar's Staff Techni¬ 
cian Denny Yarbrough 
said. 

Any student who is fin¬ 
ishing a degree or certifi¬ 
cate program should ap¬ 
ply. They can do that by 
going to the admissions 
office in White Adminis¬ 
trative Services Building 
to obtain an application 
and exit survey. 

Degrees cost $15 to 
cover diploma and case. 
Participating in graduation 
is not necessary. 


Changing one moment in time might change entire outcome 


Jaime Melton 
editor-in-chief 

Each day brings decis* ions. 
Sometimes we make good 
choices and other times not. 
What if just one moment in 
time had been different - how 
would the world change? What 
if Adolf Hitler had never been 
born? If Ennis Cosby’s tire 
had gone five more miles be¬ 
fore it went flat? If Martin 
Luther King had not spoken 
out? These are all huge events, 
but what about life’s little 
moments, little people? 

Several years ago an acci¬ 
dent at First Baptist Church in 
Whitehouse touched almost 
every person in the town. As 
church members were clean¬ 


ing up after the Christmas mu¬ 
sical, two boys, Timothy Page 
and Daniel Wyatt, were play¬ 
ing and helping their dads. 

Timothy, age 4, decided to 
put the TV set away. As he 
pushed it down the hall, he 
climbed on — both TV and 
cart fell, crushing his skull, 
ending his young life. 

Hearing his shattering 
scream, his dad ran to find the 
motionless body covered with 
blood. Timothy was pronounce 
dead at the hospital. 

Friends used phones and 
cars to find the boy’s mother 
who was shopping in Tyler. 
Hours later she learned of her 
son’s death. 

People filled the church for 
the chiId’s funeral as the mourn¬ 


ing parents sat up front with 
their two older sons. 

One little child in his four 
years had touched many people 
— with his smile, his sweet 
hugs, his playfulness. An ordi¬ 
nary boy filled an extraordi¬ 
nary purpose: to wake up thou¬ 
sands from their own cramped, 
limited existences. 

Timothy could have been 
anyone’s baby. The "what if s” 
flowed into minds, but not one 
brought Timothy back. 

Each day, someone prays 
that God is taking care of little 
Timothy. They find relief in 
their belief that one day they 
will see him in heaven. His 
death makes all those petty 
worries most people focus on 
seem small. 


Wheelchair beggar delivers message 

George McKinney 
page editor 


Last week on the way home, 
I saw a man in a wheelchair 
with his right leg amputated 
below the knee. He held a sign: 
"Will work for anything, man 
needs to feed his hungry 
family.” Some drivers stopped 
and gave him money, but oth¬ 
ers, like me, just kept driving. 

I felt badly because 1 didn’t 
help him. 1 was taught we 
should always help others. If I 
had something, 1 should share 
it. I saw this crippled man. 


begging for work to put food 
on the table, and I did nothing 
when I could have helped. 

The Student and Faculty 
Senates sponsored a canned 
food drive. Like many others I 
didn’t donate canned goods. I 
thought nothing like this would 
ever happen to me, but that 
man made me realize it could. 

This was God’s way of 
teaching me a lesson. No matter 
what we have, all of it can be 
taken away. I now know to 
share with others. 

I know I should have 


learned this as a child, but it 
has helped me to see people 
who have less than I have 
Christopher Reeve said 
something like "Americans 
don’t let Americans fend for 
themselves.” If this is true, 
then it is our responsibility to 
make sure nobody is put in a 
position where they are 
begging for money. We are all 
responsible for that man and 
other people just like him. If he 
can’t feed his family, then you 
and I must feed them, whether 
we like it or not. 


What if each person could 
alter one moment in the past? 
Would that make everything 
better? Would it be worth all 
the smiles and laughs life has 
brought since then? Changing 
one moment might change 
them all. 

Maybe that one moment 
we would change occurred for 
a reason. Maybe someone 
learned something. Maybe 
someone came out stronger 
than before. 

God has given us this life 
for a reason. We learn from 
each other. No one has nothing 


to offer to the rest of us. No one 
is worthless. Remember: "God 
don’t make no trash!” 

When times seem bad and 
hearts can sink no lower, sto¬ 
ries like Timothy’s can change 
attitudes. In four years he 
touched more lives than some 
may in a lifetime. Maybe all 
"big people” should take a sec¬ 
ond to become a chi Id and trea¬ 
sure the little things — birds, 
H owers, Ch ristmas and friends. 
Maybe each of us should for¬ 
get the frets of life and take a 
second to be thankful for the 
best gift of all: life. 
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Faculty 
names 55 to 
Who’s Who 

Faculty nominated 55 
students to the 1997 
Who’s Who Among Stu¬ 
dents in American Junior 
Colleges. 

Students selected 
were: Cory Asbill, Ryan 
Autrey, Robin Babcock, 
Patrick Barnes, Matthew 
Barre, Kara Blood, Camilia 
Brooks, Jennifer Brook¬ 
shire, Dale Burk, Steph¬ 
anie Castleberry and 
Adam Daley. 

Others include: Jen¬ 
nifer D’Sa, Jennifer Dwyer, 
Amber Folley, Curtis 
George, Donna Gordon, 
Emily Grigsby, Phillip 
Grisham, Amanda Hart, 
Blake Helm, Amanda 
Holcomb and Corey 
James. 

Others are: Natalie 
Jay, Bandiiyn Jenkins, 
Rodney Keys, Jamie 
Killian, Jennifer Kinder, 
Shcara Landon, Scott 
Lindsey, Meridith Martin, 
Travis McCain, Faith 
McClell and Terry Mc¬ 
Donald. 

Also on the list are: 
Jamie Melton, Karin Miller, 
Scott Mischnick, Ladona 
Nall, Anna Natera, Shan¬ 
non Newburn, Courtney 
O’Leary, Kathy Parker, 
Jennifer Patterson, J. 
Brent Richardson, Guad¬ 
alupe Saucedo and 
Brandy Smith. 

Others are: Sean 
Smith, Byron Spurlock, 
Shelly Stringer, Stacey 
Stringer, Chris Stegman, 
Klashun Thompson, An¬ 
thony Uzzell, Moriah 
Vierkant, Penny West and 
Christopher Willis. 

Students are nomi¬ 
nated based on academ¬ 
ics, service, leadership 
and future potential. 

Who's Who includes 
students from more than 
1,800 colleges in the 
United States, District of 
Columbia and other 
nations. 

Each honoree receives 
a certificate of accomp¬ 
lishment and a letter of 
congratulations through 
the mail. 

Who’s Who students 
will be eligible to compete 
for scholarships later this 
semester. 
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Murray to teach 5-week summer term in London 


Moriah Vierkant 
page editor 

Art Instructor David 
Murray will teach art 
appreciation in a five-week 
summer term in London. 

Students can also take: In¬ 
troduction to Theater, British 
Literature, International Busi¬ 
ness and Trade, International 
Marketing and Intro to Speech 
Communications. Students 
who have had English 2322 
and 2323 may enroll in Stud¬ 


ies in Literature. 

Students may register for 
two courses for six hours credit. 

They must satisfy all pre¬ 
requisites. 

Murray said an orientation 
and class meeting is set 1-4 
p.m. May 20-21, 1997 at 
Richland College. 

Other faculty are: Glenda 
Aslin of Weatherford College, 
Grady Cherry of North Lake 
College and Paul Hutchins of 
North Central Texas College. 


“Personally, I’ve never 
been (to London) and I want to 
see a lot of the original (art),” 
Murray said. “It is a great op¬ 
portunity.” 

Art Appreciatibn can be the- 
matically taught right out of 
the museums, Murray said. 

The trip costs $2,995 
including: roundtrip airfare, 
transportation, lodging, either 
daily breakfast or kitchen 
facilities and tours of London, 
Canterbury, many museums 


and overnight trips to 
Canterbury and Stratford-on- 
Avon. Travelers will also see 
several plays. 

Cost does not include: 
passport expenses, most meals, 
personal expenses, tuition, fees 
and textbooks. 

Students have shown a lot 
of interest so far, Murray said. 

Registration must be 
completed through the mail. 

Contact Murray at 510- 
2235 for more information. 


Parallel parking tips help conquer fears 

Loss of required driving test causes hazardous roadside conditions 


Moriah Vierkant 
page editor 

Parallel parking frightens 
many drivers which leads to 
crooked parking, cars too far 
from the curb and unwanted 
tickets. Much of this problem 
stems from the driving test 
being voided when most of 
today’s teenagers were li¬ 
censed. 

“Majority of the kids (who 
did not take the driver’s test) 
are good drivers and most of 
the schools that taught them 
take it seriously,” Texas High¬ 
way Patrol Trooper Steve 
Anderson said. 

Some students wou Id rather 
walk the extra mile to find an 
empty space rather than facing 
their fear of parallel parking. 

Every driver should know 
the four simple steps to paral¬ 
lel parking, according to the 
Texas Drivers Handbook: 

• Choose a space large 
enough for your car. Signal 
and stop even with front car 
about two feet out from it. 

• Make sure you will not 
interfere with oncoming traf¬ 
fic, then turn your front wheels 
all the way to the right and 
back slowly toward the curb. 

• When your front seat is 
opposite the rear bu mper of the 
car ahead, quickly turn your 
steering wheel all the way to 
the left. Back slowly to the car 
behind without touching it. 
You should be about six inches 


from the curb. Do not park more 
than 18 inches from the curb or 
edge of roadway. 

• Straighten your front 
wheels and pull into final park¬ 
ing position. Center car in 
space. 

Scott Mischnick, Phi Theta 
Kappa President, volunteered 
to let Trooper Anderson rate 
him on parallel parking. 

Before Anderson gives this 
portion of the test to any driver, 
he tells them to imagine a 
Mercedes in front of them, a 
Porsche behind them and a 
child sitting on the curb. 

He breaks this portion of 
the test into control, observa¬ 
tion, position and signalling of 
the car. 

Mischnick, who had never 
taken the test before, parked 
more than 18 inches from the 
curb and was not positioned 
well on his first try. Unfortu¬ 
nately, on his second try, 
Mischnick hit the curb or the 
child, as Anderson would say. 

Overall, Mischnick passed 
the parallel parking test with a 
rating of good on control, ob¬ 
servation and signaling and fair 
on positioning the vehicle. 

“I usually don’t have a prob¬ 
lem with it (parallel parking), 
but the DPS officer makes you 
nervous,” Mischnick said. 

State troopers give parking 
tickets for: parking more than 
18" from the curb, unsafe start- 
not looking before pulling out, 


not setting parking brake while 
vehicle is unattended, leaving 
keys in the vehicle unattended 
and not turning the wheels to¬ 
ward the curb. 

State parking violations cost 
between $1-500. TJC’s Cam¬ 


pus Safety fines for parking 
violations are classified as a 
Class 2 Violation which costs 
$ 10 . 

If you take the fear out of 
parking, less accidents and vio¬ 
lations occur, Anderson said. 


“Wilderway I” is sold for cost ($ 9.25 + 
$.75 tax), making it an ideal Birthday or 
Graduation gift to send through the mail... 

($1.24 book-rate postage.) For more 
information regarding this different book, 
send a self-addressed envelope to 
Wilderway Conservancy, Rt. 2 Box 439, 
Jacksonville, TX 75766. Or send $10 and 
your address for the most thought- 
provoking book you will probably ever read 
... or ever know about. 


///DON'T STRESS OUT//! 

Let us take some burdens off your back by preparing your 
professional resume or academic term paper for you — the 

\ 7(/*ute-7{/aty 'pKojeeehnuU KhUUf Sendee 

Call now for more information! 

566-5066 

gwise@e-tex.com 

Member: Professional Association of R6sum6 Writers and National R6sum6 Bank (Internet Posting) 


Bob's Bail Bonds 

24 hours 

(903) 592-4944 (903) 531 -0345 

Fast, Courteous, Confidential 

Robert Courson 

710 W. Front St. Tyler, TX 75702 
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What do you 
think Dr. 
Crowe does 
each day? 


He does “nothing 
but paperwork.”- 
sophomore Mike 
Scott. 

“I don’t have a clue, 
I’m sure he works 
hard though. 
sophomore Karen 
Phoden. 

“Who’s Dr. Crowe?” 
-sophomore Frank 
Hernandez. 

“Wouldn’t think it’d 
be too tough. 
freshman Katheryn 
Holliday. 

“Tells everyone else 
what to do.”- 
freshman Willis 
Simmons. 

“He does the money 
thing, right? I guess 
he makes things 
flow easier.” - 
freshman Quinneta 
Hudson. 


Shadowing Crowe 

Student journalists follow Crowe 


Journalists Cammie Brooks, Anila D'Sa 
and Chris Stegman contributed to this 
story. They spent a day with TJC 
President Dr. William Crowe. 

It's 5 a.m. Do you know 
where your college president 
is? If it's Tuesday or Thursday 
he is on his way to the HPE 
Center with his wife, Peggy, 
for a workout. 

TJC President Dr. William 
R. Crowe and his wife do 10 
minutes on the Stairmaster, 
then heads to the weight room 
for 45 minutes. After getting 
his blood flowing and listening 
to an HPE employee tell him 
he needs a raise, Crowe hits the 
showers to get to his office and 
do his morning tasks. 

At 6:45 a.m. the president 
reaches his immaculate office 
and makes the coffee for ev¬ 
eryone in the office. What 
makes that more unbelievable 
is that lie does not even drink 
coffee; he just does it for the 
people he works with. 

Crowe starts his mornings 
off with a Diet Coke, while the 
TV is on CNN. It is election 
day. He has scheduled in time 
for himself to vote. 

At this moment he goes 
through sheets that lists every 
employee's birthday. Each 



Photo by Anila D'Sa 

In a meeting with Athletic Director John Peterson and Brian 
Turman , TJC President Dr. William Crowe discusses the football 
team's chances of attending the Real Dairy Bowl in Idaho. 


morning he sends a Happy Birth¬ 
day E-mail message to all faculty 
and staff celebrating that day. 

While doing this, he remem¬ 
bers to ask his secretary Ellen 
Price for a status report about a 
maintenance worker who had his 
finger cut off while working at the 
Regional Training and Develop¬ 
ment Complex. 

After birth¬ 
day messages are 
sent, he begins 
looking through 
a four-inch stack 
of papers on his 
desk, and an¬ 
swers a few 
phone calls. 

At 8 a.m., he 
puts his jacket on 
and heads out to 
his forest green 
Suburban to go 
vote at Andy 
Woods Elemen¬ 
tary School. On 
the drive there he 
mentions his 
three brothers. 

Crowe, bom and 
raised in Ari¬ 
zona, is the second oldest. 

Mike, the oldest, is head 
Chapel Hill High School football 
coach; Chris, next 
younger, is an English 
professor at Brigham 
Young University in Utah 
and Pat, the youngest 
brother, is a Missouri 
school principal. Liz 
Singleton, their only sis¬ 
ter is the youngest. She 
lives in Austin and serves 
on the Texas Employ¬ 
ment Commission. 

Crowe enters the 
voting precinct, receiving 
a "Hi, Dr. Crowe" from 
almost everyone he sees. 
He fields questions from 
a friend about how the 
TJC football team will do 
, and is on his way back to 
the office. 

Returning to his 
office he is handed mes¬ 
sages and grills Price on 


going to vote. 

Once back in his office, he 
removes his jacket and begins 
to talk about taking his son. 
Will, deer hunting on an up¬ 
coming weekends. Crowe says 
he prefers duck hunting over 
deer hunting, but Will is ex¬ 
actly the opposite. It is hard to 
fit 
into 


I wish we 
could ... 

“fix up Potter Hall, 
quit spending money 
on plants and fix up 
the buildings.” - 
freshman Teressa 
Vervalin. 

“cut back on the 
parking tickets and 
make sure the work¬ 
ers who give tickets 
are a lot nicer” - 
freshman Brooks 
Jarvis. 


hunting 
his 

weekends, 
because 
daughter 
M a n d y 
plays soccer 
on the 
weekends. 

Crowe 
talks about 
his chil¬ 
dren, 10- 
yea r- o 1 d 
Will, and 
13-year-old 
Mandy, 
phone inter¬ 
rupts. He 
answers 
and listens 
for a long 
time. Fi¬ 
nally he gets to speak, talking 
about the University of Texas 
at Tyler wanting to become a 
four-year school instead of re¬ 
maining an upper level col¬ 
lege. Twenty-five minutes later 
he hangs up. 

At 9 a.m., Crowe talks to 
the Top Ten academic students 
from Alba Golden High School. 
He challenges them in their 
academic pursuits and encour¬ 
ages them to consider coming 
to TJC. The students take pic¬ 
tures, eat breakfast and talk 
about their intended academic 
majors with Crowe. 

At 10a.m.,twoTJCalumni 
who also graduated from the 
University of Texas at Austin, 
as Crowe did, stop by to meet 
him and wish him well in his 
presidency. 

At 10:13 a.m., TJC Trustee 
David Lunceford, visits Crowe. 
Two minutes later Board Presi¬ 
dent Harold Beaird joins them. 


Crowe, Beaird and Lunceford 
move into the conference room 
at 10:27 a.m. 

While Crowe sits in 
his meeting. Price calls, letting 
him know the Van Top Ten 
students arrived for their lun¬ 
cheon. Minutes later he goes 
downstairs to greet the students 
and take a picture with them. 

He then escorts students to 
the third floor meeting room 
where they are introduced to 
some faculty and told about 
TJC. Then it is off to the third 
floor of the Rogers Student 
Center for the luncheon. 

Crowe sits right down at a 
table of students and immedi¬ 
ately begins to chat with them. 
After the lunch, Luncefordjok- 
ingly asks Crowe how many 
recruits he got, and brags about 
those he snagged. 

At 1:15 p.m., he takes a few 
minutes to ask Price .how her 
day has been so far. He then 
sorts through his "IN" box. 

Crowe begins checking his 
e-mail messages at 1:25 p.m. 
and replies when appropriate. 
This takes 15 minutes. 

At 1:35, Crowe begins to 
make a series of phone calls, 
most of which go unanswered 
or end with his leaving a mes¬ 
sage. He grins and comments 
that he's not having much luck 
on the phone today. 

Getting ready for the first 
meeting of the Legislature with 
the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board tomorrow 
in Austin, Crowe regrets not 
being able to welcome students 
from schools who will visit the 
campus the next day and noti¬ 
fies his secretary. 

After he makes numerous 
phone calls, it is time for 
Crowe's 2 p.m. appointment 
with Brian Turman, purchas¬ 
ing and central services direc¬ 
tor. They begin by discussing 
plans to remodel and repair the 
Wagstaff Gymnasium roof and 
starting construction. Turman 
is now taking bids for the job. 

Crowe and Turman move 
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on to cost estimates for renova¬ 
tion of Potter Hall, including 
painting, redoing stairs, air ducts, 
molding and lights, all of which 
they decide can wait until the 
roof is finished. 

After a brief break to answer 
a phone call. Dr. Crowe returns 
to discuss the Azalea gardens to 
be planted on campus. Turman 
informs Crowe that work can 
begin on the garden "as quickly 
as we can get the brick in." That 
translates into 30-45 days. 

Another proposed project 
includes renovating the field 
house and building a new bridge 
to the practice field. 

Crowe and Turman move on 
to discuss maintenance and the 
central management function, 
formal bids on construction 
work, an audit review, perpetual 
contracts and delays in the food 
service department. They also 
talk of converting the TJC Book¬ 
store into a faculty or student 
dining center. The cause of an 
odor near Rogers Student Cen¬ 
ter gets attention. Turman said 
backed-up grease traps from the 
kitchen and Chick-fil-A caused 
the odor. Renewing the Hazard¬ 
ous Material Disposal contract 
is a priority. 

At 2:30 p.m., a knock on the 


door interrupts their conversa¬ 
tion. Intercollegiate Athletics 
Director John Peterson joins 
the meeting to talk about the 
football team’s pending invita¬ 
tion to the Real Dairy Bowl, 
accommodations and meals. 
They consider an invitation to 
the Dixie Bowl in Utah, which 
is played on an indoor field. 

They focus on how much it 
would cost to send 60 people 
by plane, including just play¬ 
ers and coaches, 
selling tickets to 
TJC fans and 
supporters and if 
the Apache 
Band and 
Apache Belles 
would be able to 
attend. 

Crowe said 
deciding factors 
in the decision 
to go would rest 
on: 1. whether 
there is money 
to go, and 2. the 
outcome of the 
football that 
weekend. The 
Apaches lost. 

Crowe, Tur¬ 
man and Peter¬ 
son then turned 


to changes for the Circle of 
Honor in Wagstaff Gym, car¬ 
peting, ticket booths, press con¬ 
ferences and jerseys that could 
be framed as wall hangings. 

After Peterson leaves at 3 
p.m., Crowe and Turman con¬ 
tinue their discussion: replac¬ 
ing the RTDC snackbar with a 
snack machine and adding two 
new vans and a new car to the 
College transportation fleet. 

Improving parking and con¬ 
gestion on 
campus 
brings up the 
idea of park¬ 
ing meters 
along 
Rogers Stu¬ 
dent Center 
parking lot 
so students 
couldrun 
short er¬ 
rands, such 
as buying 
books and 
seeing a 
counselor, 
without the 
hassle of try¬ 
ing to find 
long-term 
parking. 


Then he 
should ... 

“get rid of the teach¬ 
ers who need to be 
retired.”- 
freshman Denise 
Topp 

“ban smoking. 
freshman April Small¬ 
wood 

“personally sign all 
the letters he sends 
me.”- 

freshman Keri King 


Photo by Anil a D'Sa 
TJC President Dr. William 
Crowe takes time out of his day 
to answer E-mail. He checks his 
calendar daily and sends a 
birthday messages to faculty 
and staff celebrating their 
birthdays. 

A phone call at 3:15 
p.m.interrupts the meeting. 

They resume at 3:25 p.m. 
discuss purchasing a new sign 
machine, preventive mainte¬ 
nance and custodial problems in 
the dorms. 

When Price lets Crowe know 
she is leaving for the day, he 
jokes, "Don't crash!" She is tak¬ 
ing her son for his driver's li¬ 
cense test, he explains. 

"It's almost quitting time," 
Crowe said, smiling, at 3:40 p.m., 
but his schedule is full well into 
the night. 

The meeting with Turman 
continues with discussion of a 
campus credit card to absorb all 
student expenses and also re¬ 
place keys for dorm access. 

They talk about personnel 
before ending the meeting. 

At 4:15 p.m., Dr. Crowe 
meets with the deans of the three 
schools to look at notebooks each 
program director prepared for 
the Coordinating Board site visit. 
These notebooks help track 
transfer students success as well 
as review all College' programs. 

Later, Crowe drives to 
Hillsboro to attend a basketball 
game which pits the TJC Apache 
Ladies against Hill College. 


What 
would 
change if 
you were 
president? 

“Basically what 
I’d do is talk 
with my stu¬ 
dents and find 
out what they 
need.”- 
sophomore 
Michael Cox 


“(Have) a coffee 
house in 
Jenkins and a 
smoking 
lounge.”- 
freshman Cathy 
Gholson 


“I'd make sure 
everyone had a 
chance to go to 
school, no 
matter how 
poor.’’-sopho¬ 
more Rotonger 
Burns 


“Let school 
out.”-freshman 
Justin Ault 


“Get more par¬ 
ties for student 
involvement.”- 
freshman 
D’Cedrick 
Crosby 
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Strokes of genius 

Student journalists explore art world 


After viewing the art in Jenkins Hall, 
several journalists wrote critiques. 
The following are a sample. 

After stomaching the wall 
of “art” in Jenkins, I found 
myself gazing upon a hidden 
marvel. It was noton the great 
wall, but in an adjacent glass 
case. Covering the walls in¬ 
side were penciled portraits 
of different people. Most 
looked like they had been 
done by a local elementary 
school, but one was differ¬ 
ent. She was the only one 
that didn’t reach out at view¬ 
ers and pull their eyelids shut 
whilesinginga lullaby. What 
made her so remarkable was 
that she was not definite, but 
rather a curiosity. 

Her creator seemed to 
splash the butcher paper with 
wild and sloppy exaggera¬ 
tions, yet her blurred detail 


presented creativity, unlike the 
precise lines of adjacent draw¬ 
ings, for she reflected feelings. 

With her 
well-defined 
mix of black 
and white, she 
screamed at 
viewers, yet 
left them un¬ 
certain. This 
set her apart 
and made it im¬ 
possible to sim¬ 
ply walk away 
from her. 

-Cameron 
Craddock 

I was breez- 
ing down the 
hallway look¬ 
ing at the diamonds and disas¬ 
ters art students displayed. Just 
when 1 was about to give up, I 
found the one piece of art that 


spoke to me. On a wall so 
silent and embarrassed, one 
work demanded to be noticed, 
and right¬ 
fully so. 

Karin 
Miller’s 
work, situated 
on a piece of 
bold yellow 
posterboard, 
consisted of 
shapes inter¬ 
mingling into 
a horseshoe. 

Circles, 
squares and 
triangles 
morphed into 
one another 
so that it was 
hard to tell where one began 
and the other ended. The shapes 
wound together with a com¬ 
plex simplicity. 


Looking into those shapes 
made me think, which is the 
real purpose of art. I found 
myself getting overly analyti¬ 
cal, wondering where certain 
shapes began and where 
purple changed to red. 

We often spend too much 
time looking instead of see¬ 
ing. It would be as though, to 
learn more about a person we 
love, we take a hair sample, 
study their eating habits and 
process some bloodwork 
through the lab. True, we 
might learn something new, 
but do we find out what we 
want to know? We miss the 
forest for the trees. 

Life would be more en¬ 
joyable if we let ourselves get 
carried away every now and 
then. Art can take the weight 
off our shoulders. 

-Jared Denniston 



Jerri Bitar 

continued from page 1 

place,” Jones said. 

“It’s just a temporary sepa¬ 
ration,” Buford added. 

Bitar was diagnosed with 
Marfan’s syndrome when she 
was 2. The National Marfan 
Foundation defines the syn¬ 
drome as an “inheritable disor¬ 
der of the connective tissue 
that affects many organ sys¬ 
tems, including the skeleton, 
lungs, eyes, heart and blood 
vessels.” 

* EARN 

EXTRA 

INCOME * 

EARN $200-$500 
weekly mailing 
phone cards. For 
information send a 
self addressed 
stamped envelope 
to: Inc., P.O. Box 
0887, Miami, FL 
33164 


Although the family has no 
proof Bitar inherited Marfan’s, 
her daughter, Nadia, 10, has 
inherited a mild form of the 
condition. Now, her sisters 
said, more treatments are avail¬ 
able which can significantly 
lengthen life. 

“Only one in 100,000 
people have it,” Buford said. 
“It is very rare.” 

The syndrome caused Bitar 
to be six feet tall with scoliosis, 
a curvature of the spine, and an 
abnormally shaped chest. At 
13, doctors discovered she also 
had an aneurysm on her as¬ 
cending aorta. Just two years 
ago, doctors discovered and re¬ 
moved a brain tumor. 


Raise $1,500 

The Diamond Shamrock 
Fundraiser 
is here to help you! 
Fast, Easy, 

No Financial Obligation 
risk, Groups, Clubs, 
Motivated Individuals. 
Call (800) 862-1982 
ext. 33 


Bitar lived with ridicule 
throughout her life because of 
Marfan’s abnormalities. By 
sixth grade, her sisters recalled, 
she was taller than her teach¬ 
ers. People would question why 
she did not play basketball, but 
the syndrome does not allow 
such activities. 

“We got her a shirt that 
said, ‘Yeah, I’m 6’3” and No, 
I don’t play basketball,’” 
Buford said. What they ad¬ 
mired most, though, was her 
ability to “laugh at herself.” 

Their faith in God has 
helped them and' their family 
deal with Bitar’s death. 

“She knew God and knew 
she would die. She just put her 
trust in Jesus,” Jones said. 

Bitar’s faith was evident, 
they said, enabling her to be¬ 
lieve that God would help her 
through that final moment her 
doctors predicted would come 
early in her life. She made sure 
Nadia knew the same. 

“You take care of my 
daughter,” Bitar told her 
mother as she left the morning 
she died. Her sisters said her 


usual smile showed no hint 
those would be the last words 
she would say to her family. 

Bitar’s sisters believe what 
happened in the class has a 
purpose. The students should 
talk about it, pray about it and 
“don’t stuff it down,” they ad¬ 
vised. They encourage people 
to open up and talk about their 
feelings. 

“The kids in that room wit¬ 
nessed that for a reason,” 
Buford said. “It was not an 
accident God put all of this 
together.” 

Anyone who wishes to talk 
to Buford or Jones can do so by 
contacting the TJC News in 
204, Potter Hall orcalling5 10- 
2235, or writing to the Jerry 
Moore family P.O. Box 71, 
Arp, TX 75750. 

Bitar’s family said they 
would like more people to learn 
CPR and if someone fits the 
description of a Marfan’s vic¬ 
tim, they should be immedi¬ 
ately tested. 

“Everyone should live won¬ 
dering if this would be their 
last day,” Buford concluded. 


Essays help 
TJC improve 

Feb. 28 marks the 
deadline for a $25 es¬ 
say contest about 
women’s experi¬ 
ences at TJC. 

The 400-600 word 
essays can focus on 
one of five topics: 

•What differences 
would exist if TJC had 
no women enrolled 
next semester? 

•Have you or 
someone you know 
set a goal and 
achieved it? What 
could TJC do to make 
this a reality for more 
women? 

•How does TJC 
show women student 
support and caring? 
What affect does this 
have on them? 

•Do some women 
students feel a lack 
of , achievement? 
What can TJC do? 

•Does TJC portray 
an image of accep¬ 
tance for women of 
ail backgrounds and 
colors? if not, what 
could be changed 
and how? 

Special Popula¬ 
tions Counselor 
Melinda Coker di¬ 
rects the contest 
based on the Carl 
Perkins gender eq¬ 
uity grant. The grant 
focuses on female 
students succeeding 
in men-dominated 
fields. 

Coker invites men 
to compete, but they 
must write from a 
woman’s perspective 

For more informa¬ 
tion, fliers are posted 
on campus bill¬ 
boards. 
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Seniors' Night 
scholarship 

On Wednesday 
when the Apache 
basketball team 
hosts Lon Morris Col¬ 
lege at Wagstaff Gym¬ 
nasium at 7:30 p.m., 
TJC hosts its second 
annual High School 
Senoirs Night and 
Scholarship Toss. 

Seniors from area 
high schools are ad¬ 
mitted to the game 
and can register for 
the opportunity to 
sink a half-court shot 
during half time for a 
$500 Scholarship to 
TJC for the 1997-98 
school year. 

Ten seniors 
names will be drawn 
for a chance at the 
scholarship. Last 
year Tyler Lee senior 
Boston Brown hit the 
shot and won the 
$500 scholarship. He 
is now a freshman 
business major at 
TJC. 

Sports 

Schedules 

Feb. 12 

Basketball host Blinn 
College, Ladies 6 p.m. 
and Men 8 p.m. 

Feb. 13,14 and 15 

Tyler Junior College 
Baseball Apache 
Spring Tourney. 

Feb. 19 

Basketball hosts 
TVCC, Ladies 6 p.m., 
Men 8 p.m. 

Feb. 19 

Baseball hosts Cedar 
Valley College, 4 p.m., 
Mike Carter Field. 


Tee Green: Apaches' version of 'Prime Time' 

Chris Stegman 
sports editor 


He’s catching passes, field¬ 
ing line drives, taking reverses, 
throwing out runners at first 
base, returning kicks, lining a 
base hit up the middle, throw¬ 
ing blocks and 
scoring touch¬ 
downs. NO, it’s 
not Deion Sand¬ 
ers or Bo Jack- 
son, but TJC’s 
very own version 
of “Prime Time” 

Terence Green. 

Tee Green, as 
he is called 
around campus, 
is the only Apache athlete to 
play two sports, football and 
baseball. 

He made First Team All 
Conference as a wide receiver 
and honorable mention as a 
kick returner. After only a few 
days of rest, he was back at 
play joining his baseball team¬ 
mates in off-season. 

“It’s draining sometimes 
(playing two sports and going 
to class),” Green said. “But I 

Sessions to teach 
student success 

Alison Lester 
staff writer 

Students can learn to make 
good grades and succeed in 
school at any of five College 
Success Workshops. Special 
Populations Counselor Me¬ 
linda Coker will teach the next 
workshop 6-8:30 p.m. tomor¬ 
row in Jenkins 204. 

Cokerexplains leamingstrat- 
egies, time management, what 
to expect from college teachers 
and how to make notes. Stu¬ 
dents can attend any session. 

“Students need to come pre¬ 
pared to do work and have fun,” 
Coker said. 

To sign up call 510-2395. 
Workshops are free for TJC 
students, $5 for others. 

Other sessions are planned 
3-5:30p.m. Thursday, 3:-5:30 
p.m. Feb. 19 and 4:-6:30 p.m. 
Feb. 25, all in J204. 


love both sports so much, I 
really enjoy playing both.” 

Tyler sports fans may rec¬ 
ognize Green’s name for other 
reasons than just what he is 
doing for the Apaches. Green 
was the do-everything stud for 
Plano East High School in 1994 
when they lost 
the ESPY 
Award-winning 
football game to 
John Tyler High 
School at Texas 
Stadium. That 
game is gener¬ 
ally regarded as 
one of the all- 
time greatest, if 
not the greatest, 
high school football games. 

It must have been tough for 
the 5-foot 9-inch 200-pound 
Green, whose last football ap¬ 
pearance was that JT loss, to 
come to Tyler to play college 
sports. Green was a top pros¬ 
pect out of high school, earn¬ 
ing such honors as District 
MVP, First Team All Area in 
the Dallas Morning News and 
first team All-State. 


The multi-talented Green 
played halfback, fullback, tight 
end, wide receiver, punter, 
kicker, returner, free safety, 
strong safety and occasionally 
threw a halfback pass for the 
Panthers. Such versatility is al¬ 
most unheard of among 5 A pro¬ 
grams, especially at one ranked 
No. 2 in Texas in 1994 with 
more than 4,000 
students. 

That is not bad 
for a man who 
says his best sport 
is soccer, and also 
plays “basketball, 
hackey sack, ping 
pong, Sega and 
just about any 
other sport that 
comes along.” 

“It was a 
tough decision,” 

Green said. “But I 
couldn’t let that 
keep me from a great opportu¬ 
nity like TJC.” 

Green will play third base 
for Apache baseball team next 
spring. AftermissingFall Ball, 


he may be a little behind, but 
Head Baseball Coach Jon Groth 
expects him to make that up 
quickly. 

“Tee, conditioning wise, is 
right where he needs to be, but 
it will take some time to get his 
hitting timing back,” Groth 
said. “What makes him special 
is that he is very coachable. 

With his abili¬ 
ties and work 
ethic, he will be 
able to excel 
and have a bet¬ 
ter year than he 
did last year.” 

Green made 
First Team All- 
District in base¬ 
ball and played 
with other top 
prospects in the 
highly com¬ 
petitive Dallas 
Summer 
League for the Plano Cowboys 
Minus the millions of dol¬ 
lars, extravagant clothes, huge 
endorsement dea|s and annoy¬ 
ing arrogance,* Tee Green is 
TJC’s version of “Prime Time.” 
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"It's draining 
sometimes 
(playing two 
sports and going 
to class)," Green 
said. "But I love 
both sports so 
much, I really 
enjoy playing 
both." 
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TJC still in the hunt in the TEC 


Jason Campbell 
sports editor 

Being the nation's No. 1 
ranked team feels good, but 
the honor comes with 
difficulties. Just ask the once 
top-ranked TJC Apaches. 
Ideally, teams would like to 
go through tjje season with as 
few distractions as possible, 
but the Apaches have found 
themselves neck deep in 
problems, including key 
injuries, dismissals and the 
tragic death of former 
teammate Winters Patterson. 
That's plenty of reason for their 
minds to stray away from the 
game of basketball. But 
remember, these are the 


defending conference champs. 

After dropping their first 
two Texas Eastern Conference 
games, Coach Fred Rike admits 
theirconfidence was shaken up 
a "little bit." But, "the guys 
have hung together...and are 
starting to play better." They 
certainly are. 

TJC has won eight of their 
last eleven (including four of 
their last five), and find 
themselves starting to roll in 
the TEC. The Apaches (8-5) 
are starting to pick up steam 
after a 100-81 thumping of 
third-place Angelina (8-3), and 
a big win at Baytown Lee (6-5), 
81-75. 

In the win at Lee, Rob 
Turner from Wilmington, Del., 


continued to have the hot hand 
for the Apaches, pouring in 27 
points (including five three 
pointers). Freshman Rodney 
Fields, from Tampa, Fla., who 
has really stepped up big for 
TJC, continued to do so against 
Lee, adding 16 points. 
Jermaine Ousley, from 
Milwaukee, put up 13 points 
while controlling the boards 
with 10 rebounds. 

The Apaches continued 
their solid play by taking care 
of Paris Junior College, 88-64 
in front of an estimated 2,000 
at Wagstaff Gymnasium two 
Saturday's ago. They used a 
well-balanced attack with five 
players in double figures as 
Player of the Year candidate 


Ousley led the way with 18 
points. Fields added 15, Turner 
14, LaPoyner\s Steven 
Eldridge also scored 14 and 
Natanya, Israel 1 s Eliran Guetta 
sank three from long range to 
end up with 1 1. 

Tyler started the second 
half of conference play by 
thrashing Kilgore 86-58. Once 
again. Turner led the way, 
scoring 21. 

The Apaches then hit a 
bump in the road, as they fell to 
undefeated San Jacinto, 87-82. 
It was an ugly game as Rike 
was ejected, and assistant coach 
Jimmy Boland was also slapped 
with a technical foul. Turner 
led with 21 points and Ousley 
added 18 rebounds. 


Soccer season ends at nationals 


Chris Stegman 
sports editor 

The Apache soccer team’s 
travels took them all over the 
Eastern United States, but 
stopped just short of a national 
championship. 

TJC won one of only eight 
invitations to the National 
Tournament in Trenton, NJ, 


by winning the Southeast Dis¬ 
trict Tour¬ 
nament in 
Meridian, 

Miss. 

One of 
four teams 
invited to 

the District - 

Tournament, the Apaches de¬ 
feated St. Gregory's of Okla- 


"We're proud of 
what we did as a 
team/' Forward 
Mike Tovar said. 
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homa, 3-2, in the first round. In 
the second round 
the Apaches ave¬ 
nged two regular 
season losses to 
Richland College 
of Dallas, shutting 
them out, 2-0. 

_ With little 

time to celebrate. 
Coach Peter Jones Apaches 
loaded up for a long bus ride to 
New Jersey. 

After having already driv¬ 
ing to Mississippi, the Apaches 

Footballers 


ran out of gas on the East Coast. 
They debuted in the National 
Tournament by dropping the 
first round game to Yavapai 
(Ariz.) College, 3-2. They were 
ousted by Mount Ida (Mass) 
College, 2-1 in the second 
round. 

“We’re proud of what we 
did as a team,” Forward Mike 
Tovar said. “We would have 
liked to have won the champi¬ 
onship, but there isn’t anything 
to be ashamed of when you 
make nationals.” 


Chris Stegman 
sports editor 


reap honors 

orame 


Eleven Apache football 
players reaped the rewards of a 
successful season, making the 
Southwest Junior College 
Football Conference's All Con¬ 
ference Team. 

Four Apaches made first 
team and seven received hon- 


* . ■ . . 

: don't believe 
everything 
you feel. 

You’ve been pulled from the world you once 
knew. There’s a reason for it. It’s depression. 
It’s very prevalent. But it’s also very treatable. 

TREAT DEPRESSION 

#1 Cause of Suicide 
http://www.save.org 


le mention, all were sopho¬ 
mores. Unlike most confer¬ 
ences, the SWJCFC names no 
second or third team. 

First Team players are: Otis 
English, tackle, Trinity; Ter¬ 
ence Green, receiver, Plano; 
Kenneth Harrison, quarter¬ 
back, Commerce and Justin 
Taylor, kicker, Richardson. 

Honorable Mention play¬ 
ers are: Dayne Albright, re¬ 
ceiver, San Antonio; Mario 
Atkins, center, Shreveport, La.; 
Brent Green, defensive back, 
Cypress; Terence Green, kick 
returner, Plano; Bobby Jack- 
son, receiver, Li vingston; Chad 
Price, defensive end, San Au¬ 
gustine; Randall Posey, guard. 
Orange and Marcus Rose, de¬ 
fensive line, Lampasas. 


Apaches make 
All-Conference 

First Team 


Otis English, offensive 
tackle, 6'5", 327, Trinity 

Terence Green, re¬ 
ceiver, 5'9", 200, WR, 
Plano, Plano East High 
School 

Kenneth Harrison, quar¬ 
terback, 6'1", 180, Com¬ 
merce 

Justin Taylor, kicker, 
5'11", 183, Richardson 

Honorable Mention 


Dayne Albright, wide re¬ 
ceiver, 5'9", 160, San 
Antonio, Churchill High 
School 

■ . . - 

Mario Atkins, center, 
6'2", 240, Shreveport, 
LA, Huntington High 
School 

Brent Green, defensive 
back, 6'0", 185, Cypress 
Cy-Fair High School 

Terence Green, kick re¬ 
turner, 5'9", 200, Plano, 
Plano East High School 

Bobby Jackson, wide 
receiver, S'l", 195, 
Livingston 

Randall Posey, offen¬ 
sive guard, 6’1", 240, Or¬ 
ange, Little Cypress- 
Mauricevilte High 
School 

Chad Price, defensive 
end, 6'1", 250, San Au¬ 
gustine 

Marcus Rose, 6'0", 270, 
defensive tackle, 
Lampasas, Copperas 
Cove High School 





















